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Dally Mall, Monday, April 23, 2007

Make the purr-fect choice

1 BOND WELL WITHALL PETS

i by Linda
- Whitney
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0 ¥YOU love animals
enough to make
them the focus of
your buginess? The
UK’z 1Tmillion
owmers spend £1.5hi-
lion on pet food alone, 50
there is g huge market and
Elent.} of businessez want
anchizees to join them.

But running a suscessiul animal-
fooueed buslness tekes more than
just a love of andmels. Bome mvalv

andling pebs yoursell, while
GLhers are mope RhOut MAnEgeEment,

‘Many people come 1o us wanting

handz-on - work with pets. But
while o franchispes must he pet
loyers, {he skills involvad are maors
administrative,” says Monica

Looskey of PalsdPets,
Her hand’:iaee.s work mainky with
[=lng rarers bo provide

El‘. bua:g ng in private homes,
use-gitting with E’LL eare, aniroal
[epding, eat-cuddling sezaions for
cats who teed extn | lu.rlun atlen-
Liom, dog walking and dog dayeare.

Franghisess racruit the carers,
amd gell the servies. Sou gl o large
feanehize area inwhich you rerrit
and traln others to offer the
service. Cosl i £20,000,

You must be business-minded
‘Simply being a pel lover i5 not
ﬂhﬂi’?’h 8 Leg Beuthern of Bark-
ing Med, whose franchisees palr up
dog owmers with host families Lo

=

vure for pobs while owners are AWaF.
‘It'g e@ay to ook on 8 pet-focused
franchize as slmply an extension of
your- home lifs, bub you mist
Provide o professional service.

Wou vel bost familles, transpoct
the dogs, and market your service
through veterinary surgeries, gog-
grooming parlours and word of
.

Yo st be o dog lover, But Yo
o not look afer bhem yourseil,
Betting up costs £11,500. 1.t’ pts
come before peonle rﬁl vioul, fhink

twite — wou must enjoy mﬂE[-lTiE

p eople  becEuse you will
N i servics face- Lu—Iane

Dx p-grooming franchises mean
working divectly with pets, 8o you
must 'oe i and ponfident with dogs
who might be frighbened,

‘Our franchigees offer washing,
cllpping, nail gare, speclal treat-
munts, and an overall check for
problems, [tom & gpoepgially-
aquipped wehiole, says JTustin
Bolter, of Mobile Dog Wash, part of
the Omniklesn feanehlze gron

‘I'VE ALWAYS loved anlmals,”
says Lesley Lavin from Cheadle
Hume, Cheshire. So when she
up work as a midwife ta
rt a bhusiness, the
Dscar petfood delivery
franchise was a natural cholce.
Lesley, plctured left with
children Carys, 15, Mike, 12,
dogs Ben and Sandy and a
recently-rascued baby rabbit,
says: ‘| take orders, pick
up make dellverles, and
mbﬂodwmrk on Frldn'.rs.
'1 ve always kept dogs, and
being & pet-lover makes a
natural bond between me and
my customers. | can
understand how close they
are to thelir pets and the
issues they face.”
5he delivers dog, cat, small
animal, bird and fish food and
offersa range of other pet
products and accessorlesto

her 300 customers. ‘I can give
advice about feeding an
behaviowr and, asa
franchlsee, | can call a
veterinary advice line if | need
help answering customer
fueries,' says Lesley. She also
attends county and pet shows
tomarket her service.
But it’s not all about patting
dogs and cuddling cats, she
warns.
Fou have to like talking to
people — because you are
dealing with customers
all the time — and you have to
put inthe hours and be
Erﬂfessl:mal If you want to
ulld up the business,’
Oscar is looking for more
franchisees who are pet lovers
but with a professional
hi.:iénggss approach, Cost is

WOSCAR 0800 068 1106,

Cost i8 PLT.000 Inclading training
to Ordinary Kationsl Certificate
level in dog grooming.

Other  grooming  franchises
Inzlude Bugsie's Mobils ]:m'.-g'i Wash,
namad after the founder's dog
Bugsle, which ig looking for mors
feanichisees with 211,065 to mvest,
and new [ranchise Groomersfor-
pets, 8 shop-besged lranchise,
where Investment starts at £16,9560,

If you fancy yourself ns 4 do
parehologlss, conalder a3 Bar]
Bustere franchise — helning doo

oners with probleme such as lnoes-
sant harking or chewing fumniture.
“The key £o the dog 1s the owner,
an dt}uu will be training owners to
confrol their dogs.” says Carol
leﬂlh% of Bark Busters. Cost 15
£20,000-£25, 000 including six
wieks tralning,
W FALSIPETS 020 8300 1606,
Baridiny Mod Q1524 278 478:
Mobila Dng Wash -!IM 1"! 233 583
Bigeie's 0870 (42 26

Gramners,fbr?:lers -!I!er.E AT
Aark Fuseters 0508 7A0 4077



